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was certain that resistance was over. His aim was to 1651 win not a section of a battle, but the whole battle ; not to defeat the enemy but to destroy him. He could judge to a nicety a situation, and decide, as at Marston Moor and Dunbar, the right method for meeting it; his pursuits, as at Naseby, Langport and Dunbar, were as deadly as the actual combat. He had in the fullest degree the gift of many highly-strung temperaments of acquiring in the heat and confusion of battle a strange composure, and of seeing every detail in the cold white light of reality.

But it was only when he came into sole command that he revealed his full powers. He appeared now as a strategist on the grand scale, something far more than the skilled tactician, or the trainer and leader of cavalry. Now his business was not to win battles but to win campaigns, and with a supreme economy of means he directed himself to this purpose. He realized that his task was to break the enemy's will to resist, to strike at his nerve centres ; and since in the then state of England the only nerve centre was the armies, he must strike at the armies. But his method was not the clumsy one of frontal attack ; he would not fight until he was morally certain of victory, and his first duty was to manoeuvre the enemy into a position which gave him this certainty. If the numerical odds were against him, he laboured to * engage the enemy piecemeal so as to counterbalance these odds, and to direct his maximum against his opponents' minimum. Unlike other soldiers of his age and most of his successors he disregarded the lure of fortresses, and permitted no distraction in his purpose. For example, after Naseby, he paid no attention to Oxford or Bristol or the other royalist strongholds on his flanks, but moved straight against Goring at Lang-port. When both the enemy armies had been defeated then he turned to the fortresses.

He had always the larger vision, for he saw the ultimate needs, and he had the strength of mind to subordinate the lesser advantage to the greater, whatever the risks.    At Preston he deliberately put his army 2c